CHAPTER XIII
YESTERDAY'S TERROR AND TO-DAY'S

WHAT precisely is the O.G.P.U.?
That is a question that all persons
interested in Russia frequently ask, and
the replies they receive are often as misleading as
they are varied. Actually, all that is generally known
regarding this amazing organisation is that it is a
kind of secret police force, operating throughout
Russia, and engaged principally in the suppression
of counter-revolutionary activities. This is fairly
correct, but what is not generally known is that
practically every man, woman and child in Russia
to-day is an unofficial member of the O.GJP.U.

Immediately after the successful seizure of power
in Russia by the Bolshevics, they were forced, by
reason of their numerical minority, to build up an
effective defence against counter-revolution, and
the weapon they chose was " terror." They sought
so to fill the populace with fear, that no man would
trust his neighbour, and the boldest would hesitate
to join in any plot against the new authority. How
far this was justified on the grounds of urgency is a
debatable point with which I shall not concern
myself. Suffice it to say that the " Cheka " took the
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